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brought him some spare cash. It was not much
but the others had even less. These people were
therefore thinking of the astrologer's cash. The old
man, however, wished to celebrate the marriage
without selling land or house. He failed and
died before long. As a parting message to the
son he said: "My son, something I had done
in the past gave me a sightless daughter. I
am leaving the girl on your hands. Do all you
can and place her in a brahmin's hand. You
are a good boy. God will bless you."
Narasimhia was older than his sister by quite
eight years. He was told that it was a very good
thing to give a girl in marriage in the year of the
father's death. The merit of it would accrue to
the departed soul. His mother also pressed him.
He himself was anxious to settle his sister if
possible. The father had delayed, and little time
was left to the son to lose, for the girl was grow-
ing. For all these reasons the brother hurried up
and arranged for a boy from among his relatives
marrying his sister. He was himself unmarried,
but he deferred thoughts of himself and sold some
land and treated the brother-in-law to presents
and other courtesy and celebrated the marriage.
" My brother is a jewel/' said Lakshamma. " He
is treating his sister in such a way that she